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(54) WORD LINE DRIVE CIRCUIT 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To unnecessitate a high voltage transistor 
for separation, to quicken startup and to facilitate the 
adoption of a redundant word line by connecting a 
diode between the output node of an inverter and an 
NMOS Tr ( and connecting a negative potential 
generation circuit to the output node. 
CONSTITUTION: The diode is inserted between the 
output node of the inverter consisting of a PMOS 
transistor and the NMOS transistor and NMOS 
transistor, and further, the negative potential 
generation circuit is connected to the output node. 
Thus, since the diode is biased in a reverse direction 
even when a word line is driven to negative potential, 
the drain of the NMOS transistor is not reverse- 
biased for a P type substrate, and a high breakdown 
voltage transistor for separation is unnecessitated. 
Further, since it is not necessary that negative 
potential is impressed at a reading time, the start up 
from a stand-by is quickened, and the adoption of the 
redundant word line is facilitated. 
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